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Do you ever wonder why we don’t have enough parking in the town-

home section? As we all know, parking in some areas in the association 
can be rather trying; here is a quick explanation. Developers want to 

build the most homes as possible to make the most money, so they 

often allot the fewest parking spaces allowable by law at the time of 

construction. Unfortunately, that  leaves the Association and residents 
to deal with the shortage. 

Our governing documents were created by people who were unable 

to anticipate today’s way of life. Who knew 25 years ago that families 
would have more than one car or that some vehicles would have gotten 

larger.  

When you purchased your home, you entered into a contractual 

agreement with the Association to abide by its covenants. Those cove-
nants included By-Laws that empower the Board to adopt and enforce 

rules they believe necessary for everyone’s good. The parking policy 

outlines the rules and procedures for enforcing them; it is the legal 
obligation of the Board to make these decisions. However, if you have 

an idea to resolve the parking situation please visit the office to pick 

up the parking plan procedures. Should you have any questions contact 

the office, we will be more than happy to assist you. 
 

Clubhouse Renovation 

As many of you know, we hope to begin renova-

tions to the clubhouse soon.  The Association is in the 
process of obtaining permits from Prince William 

County and will begin renovations as soon as the per-

mits are received.   Please stop by the office and see 

the Finish Board that represents all the new items for 
the renovations.  We will be adding an ADA compliant 

restroom on the main level, along with, enlarging the 

kitchen area.    We hope to have this completed by 
the beginning of 2016.  Things are going to look fresh, 

new, and updated! 

Fall Back 
Don’t forget to turn you clocks back 

on November 1st!!  Get that extra hour 
of sleep. 
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Question of the day. Do schools and school districts affect property values?  Often 
times, a lot of homes are purchased by first time home buyers and newlyweds...which 
equals "growing families." Home buyers with growing families are focused in on finding 
the best school districts and schools within those districts for their children’s education. 
Future home buyers will consider not purchasing a home that they really like if the 
school in that community is poor. We need our community schools to have high perform-
ing students with parents who support the education system in order to maintain and 
strength our home values in this regard.  

 

So…how do you know if our community schools are "bad" or “good”? Just because some-
one says they are, doesn't mean they are. Plus, state wide test scores ARE NOT always 
the best way to judge a school. What if a student is having a bad day on test day? One 
test cannot accurately measure that student or a schools worth. We must look closer at 
the schools themselves. What type of programs do they offer? Do they offer gifted and 
special educational programs? How about ESOL programs or after school student enrich-
ment programs?  These are all strong indicators that a school is able to thrive in this di-
verse culture we live in today plus offer a great education.  I would encourage you to 
visit the schools and see for yourself how yours measures up. 

 

What we do know that is important to a child’s education is how much the parents and 
community get involved. NO MATTER WHERE THEY GO TO SCHOOL, PUBLIC OR PRIVATE.  
 
As an HOA we take pride in the fact that over the past 10 years we have supported our 
community schools with grants for education, athletics, music, arts, technology, literacy 
and much more. Did you know the Southbridge Homeowners Association has been a spon-
sor of the Swans Creek Elementary School Fun Run for the past five years! This race 
started out with only a handful of elementary kids but has now grown to encompass over 
250 adults and children from all over Southbridge and many of its surrounding schools! 
It’s just one example of how we are making a positive difference. 

 

Our goal is simple, we know as a board to strength the schools is the best for our commu-
nity at large. The benefit will not only be measured by the quality youth we have living 
among us but in home owner property values as well. 

 

Have a great new school year and please remember to slow down. Especially on October 
7th as that is National walk to School day. 
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Southbridge Committees 
Activities Committee 

Phenita Hebert / Andrea 
Crone 
Chairpersons 
Activities Committee E-mail 
activities@southbridgeva.us 
 

The Committee meets the 1st 
Wednesday of each month at 
7:00 PM at the Swim & Racquet 
Club. 

Covenants Committee 

Jennifer Dorn 
Chairperson 
Covenants Committee E-mail 
covenants@southbridgeva.us 
 
The Committee meets the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at 
6:00 PM at the Swim & Racquet 
Club. 

Communications Committee 

Rob Hicks 
Chairperson  
Communications Committee E-mail 
communications@southbridgeva.us 
 
The Committee meets as needed 
at the Swim & Racquet Club. 

Community Curb Appeal 

By Doug Thornton 
President 
Southbridge Community Association 

Before I get to the subject of this column, I wanted to say farewell to Director Nick Antonetti.  Nick had to move recently, with 
very short notice, due to a change in work location and resigned from the Board at the close of the July meeting.  Nick was the 
President of the Board of Directors and his leadership will be missed.  At its August meeting, the Board appointed Gil Robertson to 
fill the vacancy until the next BOD election.  Gill had previously served on the Board and finished in 4th place (the top 3 were 
elected) in the last election.  Welcome Director Robertson. 

During the August meeting, the Board approved the contract for the Fall plantings at the clubhouse and monuments.  This is some-
thing the Board does every Spring and Fall so other than insuring the price is correct we don’t give it much thought.  A homeowner 
questioned why we don’t plant perennials, which may cost more initially, but don’t need to be replaced every year.  The reason 
that Southbridge and practically every other HOA plant colorful annual flowers every Spring and Fall is “curb appeal”.  Anyone who 
has sold a house has heard their Realtor® talk about curb appeal.  If a house doesn’t have curb appeal there will be a certain per-
centage of potential homebuyers who will not even go inside.  This lowers the pool of buyers and makes it harder to sell your 
house.  Curb appeal can be defined as the attractiveness of the exterior of a residence as viewed from the street.  Curb appeal can 
be accomplished by a number of methods including the installation of exterior decorations, re-painting (even if you have siding 
there is still trim that needs to be maintained), or extensive attention to landscaping.  By the way, this is the reason the Associa-
tion has Covenants and Design Guidelines.   

As much as an individual house need curb appeal, the community as a whole needs it, too.  As a potential homebuyer drives down 
Rt. 1 or Rt. 234 they will be less likely to even look in a community that has dull or no plantings at an entrance monument that 
may be in disrepair or look dirty.  This is the reason we routinely power wash our entrance monuments and keep them in good re-
pair.  This is also why we plant colorful annuals.  The annuals have a brighter appearance than perennials and give the entrance to 
our community more curb appeal.  Additionally, with many homebuyers looking in Potomac Shores the appeal of the Southbridge 
Swim and Racquet Club may attract those who find Potomac Shores a bit more expensive than anticipated.   

The next time you see our landscape contractors pulling up the old annuals and planting new ones, you will know there is a reason.  
If you ever get a Covenants violation letter, please fix the issue as soon as possible.  If there are extenuating circumstances that 
prevent you from fixing the issue in the prescribed time, please call the office and discuss it with the office staff.  Within reason, 
they can give you additional time to accomplish the task.   
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Phenita Hebert 

General Manager 

Andrea Crone 

Assistant Manager 

From the Desk of the General Manager 

In this article we would like to address a major issue that is 

occurring within the association. SKUNKS! First and foremost 
do not feed the skunks. This is against the state Game Code 

Law as directed by a representative from the Department of 

Agriculture. This means do not leave cat food, dog food or bird 

seed out. This also means use your trash receptacle. If you do 
not have one please contact the office at 703-221-7716 and we will do everything we can  to 

supply you one. Leaving trash and food out not only attracts skunks but mice, rats, raccoons, 

crows and snakes. No one in the association likes to have these vermin around their home.  
Some skunk facts: Striped skunks eat a large amount of insects. Their diet includes a wide 

variety of beetles and their larvae, grasshoppers, crickets, earthworms, butterfly and moth 

larvae, spiders, snails, ants, bees and wasps, and crayfish. When insects are not available, 

their diet may shift to mice, vegetation, or ground nesting bird eggs. By leaving trash out in 
just bags you are supplying them with a food source. Skunks are opportunist and will use a 

crevice underneath buildings or homes as a den; (That shed in your back yard; the crevice 

under your steps where the dirt has eroded away) anywhere such as a hollow log, too. During 
the winter they may den up in groups of several females with a single male. 

Skunks are often considered nuisances, especially when they choose to den underneath 

homes, dig cone-shaped holes in yards looking for grubs, or simply the smell of their odor of 

being in the area. Making the area unattractive to skunks is one of the best ways to resolve 
nuisance issues. Steps to preventing nuisance skunk situations include: installing barriers to 

prevent skunks from getting underneath your home, not leaving pet food outside, removal of 

brush piles, and spraying your yard for grubs. 
Skunks are a significant carrier of rabies in the United States. This status, as well as their 

tendency to use urbanized areas, makes them a serious potential source of human exposure to 

rabies. Other zoonotic diseases and parasites carried by skunks include leptospirosis and an 

intestinal roundworm--Baylisascaris columnaris. These diseases, in addition to distemper, 
canine hepatitis, fleas, ticks, lice, and mites can cause problems for pets as well. 

So please in short, take whatever means and precautions as a homeowner to resolve any of 

these issues stated above, be mindful of your neighbors and please report a need of trash tot-
ers or problem areas to the office.  

We know that it is a little early but the 
awful word no one ever wants to say is 
SNOW! Please remember your older or 
disabled neighbor’s who may need help 

this snow season. Please be mindful when 
shoveling not to block fire hydrants or 

mailboxes. Also remember to have FUN.  
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Southbridge Events and Meetings 

October 2015 

October 3 Fall Fest 12:00PM—4:00 PM 
October 7 Activities Meeting 7:00PM 
October 21 Covenants Meeting 6:00 PM 
October 27 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM 

November 2015 
 
November 4 Activities Meeting 7:00 PM 
November 18 Covenants Meeting 6:00 PM 
November 24 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM 

December 2015 
 
December 2 Activities Meeting 7:00 PK 
December TBD Meet Santa 1:00 PM—3:00 PM  
December 16 Covenants Meeting 6:00 PM 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

October-November-
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PWCS SCHOOL CALENDAR 2015-2016 

November 2 Teacher Professional Development/
Workday (ES/MS/HS) - No school for All students 
November 3 Parent Conference Day (ES) - Teacher 
PD/Workday/Conference Day (MS/HS) - No school for 
All students 

November 11 Veterans Day Holiday 
November 25-27 Thanksgiving Break for Students/
Teachers 
December 21-31 Winter Break for Students/Teachers 
January 1 Winter Break for Students/Teachers 
January 4 School Reopens 
January 18 Martin Luther King Holiday 
January 29 Elementary School 1/2 Day - Parent/
Teacher Conferences 
February 1 Teacher Workday (ES/MS/HS Closed) - No 
school for All students 
February 15 Presidents' Day Holiday -  
Potential Make-up Day #1 
March 21-28 Spring Break for Students/Teachers 
April 18 Teacher Workday (ES/MS/HS Closed) - No 
school for All students - Potential Make-up Day #2 
May 30 Memorial Day Holiday 
June 17 Last Day of School (181 Days) 
June 20-21 Teacher Professional Development/
Workday - June 20 is Potential Make-up Day #3 

NOVEMBER GENERAL ELECTION 

WHEN: NOVEMBER 3, 2015 

WHERE: SWANS CREEK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

POLL TIMES: 6AM TO 7PM 

 

WE HAD THE HIGHEST TURNOUT IN PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY 

IN THE LAST ELECTION CYCLE SO LETS KEEP THIS UP AND SEE  

IF WE CAN CONTINUE TO STAY ON TOP! 

Basketball Goals  
Require Covenants Approval 

     All basketball goals must be approved by the Covenants Commit-

tee in order to be in compliance.  If you have a basketball goal and 

have not completed an application, please do so as soon 
as possible.  The Design Review Applications for Basket-

ball Goals can be picked up at the association office or 

found on the Southbridge website at 

     http://southbridgeva.us. 
If you have any questions or need additional informa-

tion, feel free to contact the office at (703) 221-7716. 
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HOA Contact Info 

 

Phenita Hebert, General 
Manager 
(703) 221-7716 
 
Terry McGuire, Senior 
Vice President 
Cardinal Management 
Group 
(703) 569-5797 x 5012 
 
CMG Accounting 
Department 
(703) 569-5797 x 5028 
 
Resale Document 
Requests 
www.cardinalmanagement
group.com 

Click  
“Order Resale Documents” 
or call 
HomeWiseDocs at 
866-925-5004 
 
Community Association 
Office 
office@southbridgeva.us  
 
Board of Directors 
bod@southbridgeva.us 
 
Article / Ad Submissions  
thestar@southbridgeva.us 
 
Association Web Site 
http://southbridgeva.us 
 
National Capitol Region 
Enforcement 
703-594-6880 
 
 
 

Important Numbers 
American Disposal Service 703-368-0500 

Animal Control 703-792-6465 

Report Dead Animals 1-800-367-7623 

Area Agency on Aging 703-792-6400 

Board of County Supervisors—Dumfries District—Maureen Caddigan 703-792-4645 

Cardinal Management Group 703-569-5797 

Columbia Gas 800-543-8911 

Comcast Communications—Customer Service 703-730-2225 

Cooperative Extension Service 703-792-6285 

Dale City Recreation Center 703-670-7111 

Dominion Towing 703-730-6610 

Dominion Virginia Power 1-888-667-3000 

Dumfries Post Office 703-441-8304 

Employment Opportunities / Job Line 703-792-4636 ext 332 

Fire and Rescue (Non-Emergency) 703-792-6810 

Miss Utility 1-800-552-7001 

Park Authority 703-792-7060 

Police (Non-Emergency) 703-792-6500 

Police (Non-Emergency—TTD for the deaf) 703-792-6294 

Potomac Festival Urgent Care 703-497-1234 

Potomac High School 703-441-4200 

Potomac Middle School 703-221-4996 

Potomac Library 703-494-8129 

Potomac Mills 703-643-1770 

Prince William Boys & Girls Club—Dumfries 703-441-0611 

Prince William County Information Line 703-792-6000 

Prince William County Public School System 703-791-7200 

Prince William County Service Authority (PWCSA)—Water / Sewer 703-335-7900 

Prince William County Traffic Fines 703-792-6111 

PRTC / OmniLink Local Bus / OmniRide Commuter Bus 703-730-6664 

Quantico Marine Corps Public Affairs Office 703-583-0775 

Sentara Hospital 703-523-1000 

Social Services 703-792-4300 

Southbridge Community Association—Management Office 703-221-7716 

Swans Creek Elementary School 703-445-0930 

VDOT—Street Lights 888-667-3000 

VDOT—Street Signs 703-792-5765 

VDOT—Street Problems 800-FOR-ROAD (800-367-7623) 

Verizon—New Service 1-800-483-4000 

Verizon—Billing 1-800-483-3000 

Verizon—Repair 1-800-483-1000 

VRE Commuter Train 703-684-0400 

Washington Gas 703-750-1000 

National Capitol Region Enforcement 703-594-6880 
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SOUTHBRIDGE SWIM TEAM REPEATS AS DIVISION CHAMPIONS 
The Southbridge Swim Team defended their 2014 Prince William Swim League Purple Division championship title with a win on Sat-
urday, Aug. 1, at the Urbanna Swim Club in Manassas.  The Southbridge Seals captured their third divisional title in four years 
against tough competition from the Lake Manassas Blue Dolphins and the Urbanna Otters. The final score was Southbridge 3691.5, 
Lake Manassas 3397, and Urbanna 2711.5. 

Michael Skaines, speaking for the Southbridge Swim Team board shared, “We are incredibly proud of all our swimmers, parents and 
loved ones who pitched in to make the 2015 season such a huge success.”   

The 80 Southbridge swimmers in the water on Saturday recorded 34 “Top 25 County Times” for the league across all age groups 
and swim strokes.  Additionally, 12 of Southbridge’s relay teams scored Top 25 times. 

Greg Giovinazzo, in his second year as head coach stated, “Even though Southbridge is a small team, we have incredible swimmers 
who inspire and encourage each other to strive for both personal and team goals while maintaining a healthy competitive spirit, 
camaraderie, and above all else, good sportsmanship.” 

The Seals are the official swim team of Southbridge on the Potomac located in Southbridge, Va., and includes swimmers from the 
Southbridge, Potomac Shores and other surrounding communities in southeastern Prince William County. 
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Southbridge 
Trash continues to be an on going issue here in Southbridge. Please use the provided 

trash containers and be mindful of the placement of containers when not in use.  

Below is some information about our trash service. 

American Disposal Services is our waste and  

recycling hauler! 

The following is a schedule of your pick up days: 

 

Trash /Tuesday &  Friday      Recycling/Friday  
  

Trash Pick-Up-Acceptable trash collection is for household trash ONLY. Construction 
and remodeling debris is NOT household waste. Paint, stains and gas containers are 

NOT accepted.  These items must be taken to the landfill. Special pick ups for  
larger items (couches, TV’s and mattresses) must be called in and you  

MUST schedule a pick up at  

703-368-0500. 
 

Recycling-Acceptable recycling service consists of aluminum, tin, clear and colored 
glass, newspaper and #1 & #2 plastics. 

Yard Debris Pick-Up– Consists of grass clippings, leaves and tree limbs. Grass and 
leaves MUST be bagged. Tree limbs MUST be no longer than 5’ in length and 6” in 

diameter. Rocks, sod and dirt are NOT accepted. 
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All of our little ghosts and goblins 
will be out there. Please be mindful 

and cautious when out traveling 
that evening. We are hoping every-
one has a SPOOKTACULAR evening 

and be safe.   
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Just a Reminder: 
Christmas lights 

and Holiday deco-
rations must be re-

moved no later 
than 30 days  

after the holiday. 

CHRISTMAS TREE COLLECTION:  

Christmas trees will be collected on 
your regular yard debris collection 
day (Friday). We ask all tinsel and  

decorations be removed. Please do 
not place trees in plastic bags.  

November 25th—Office Closes at 12:00 PM 

November 26th-28th—Office Closed 

December 23rd—Office Closes at 12:00 PM 

December 24th-26th—Office Closed 

December 30th—Office Closes at 12:00 PM 

December 31st—Jan 2nd—Office Closed 
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October 3rd 

12pm to 4pm 
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Full Pg.   $200.00 

Half Pg.  $110.00 

Quarter Pg. $65.00 

Eighth Pg. $40.00 

 

*All commercial and/or 
graphic ads must be sub-
mitted in Microsoft Pub-
lisher or JPEG format. 

The Communications 
Committee and/or man-
aging agent will review 
all advertisements prior 
to acceptance for appro-
priateness in a family 
oriented newspaper.  
Listing here does not 
constitute any guaran-
tee or liability on the 
part of Southbridge. 

 

The complete advertising 
policy, including ad sizes, 
can be found on our web-
site at http://
southbridgeva.us 

 

For further information 
please email: 
thestar@southbridgeva.us 

Classified Ads 

Rates are per issue 

Residents Free* 

*50 words or fewer 

——————————————— 

Non-Residents    $5.00** 

** 25 words or fewer 

Non-Residents $5.00 
per month for same 
classified ad on the  
website. 

Truly Painting - Interior and exterior painting, 
drywall repair, crown moulding and wainscoat-
ing, recaulking bath fixtures and more. 
Southbridge resident, 15 years experience, 
outstanding workmanship, references, licensed 
and insured. Call 703-445-0212 to schedule 
an estimate.  

PAINTING 

Fred's Finest Painting-Paint Interior and Exte-
rior.  Wallpaper Removal.  Powerwash Homes, 
Decks and Deck Staining.  Minor Wood Repair.  
Licensed and Insured.  FREE Estimates.  Bus: 
703-878-4872  Cell: 703-966-7030 

HOME BUSINESS 

Thirty-One is all about providing on Trend, 
purposeful, personalized solutions for your 
home, your family and yourself. Are you 
looking for a way to stay organize? Thirty-
One has what you need. Contact Tasha Wil-
liams at tashacwilliams@gmail.com or 703-
201-5256. Host your own party and get free 
items. Website:www.mythirtyone.com/
tashacwilliams 

DANCE CLASSES 

You Can Dance! I can show you how. Lesson 
today, dance tonight. Learn East, West Coast 
Swing; cha cha; two step and other great exer-
cise, stress-free fun styles!  Singles, couples 
welcome. Group, private rates available. Con-
tact William Sharp at (571) 408-5213 or e-mail 
youcandance5678@yahoo.com. Check out the 
fun at  
h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?
v=y4pLsHaQNIM 

DOG WALKING-DOG SITTING 

Are your best friends at home alone? I am 
providing mid-day walks from 9:30-3:00 and 
overnight stays. If any questions please call. 
571-277-1332  

CHILD CARE 

Interviewing for Day Care Assistant; must be 
CPR/AED and First Aid qualified within the last 
two years. Must submit background check. 
Contact; Tim Giles, 703-221-4005, or  
timothygls2@gmail.com, to set up an inter-
view time. 

HOME IMPROVEVMENT 

Melvin's Handyman Services offer carpentry, 
remodeling skills for home improvement 
projects.  Free estimates and reasonable 
rates.  Licensed and bonded.   
Office (703)680-4696 Cell (571)274-0006.  
Website  
http://melvinshandymanservices.com 

MUSIC LESSONS 

Piano and guitar lessons in my home, ages 6-
adult in a fun, relaxed environment. Call 
Peggy at 703-887-3126 or visit https://
musicislife01.musicteachershelper.com/ 

It's All About You! Limousines, Sedans, Party 
Buses and Executive Vans for weddings, proms, 
wine tastings, church anniversaries, concerts, 
airport transfers, corporate travel, etc. We 

have Wedding Packages for every budget and 
special discounts for Southbridge residents. 

Reserve your ride today! Call 703-932-0882, 
or visit http://Facebook.com/

AllAboutYouLimo  or  
http:// www.AllAboutYou.Limo . 

LIMOSOUINE SERVICES 

DOG WALKING-PET SITTING-HOUSE 
SITTING 

Do your "fur babies" need a little TLC while 
you are at work or out of town? Have a repair 
tech coming but don't want to stay home all 
day waiting? Let me help with your dog walk-
ing or pet/house sitting needs!!   
In Southbridge.  Vicki  571-438-3669 

RESUME DEVELOPMENT 

A well-written professional resume and cover 
letter can make all the difference in securing 
consistent interviews to give you the best 
chance of landing your dream career. Call the 
Writing Authority at 1-888-876-1722, and 
allow us the opportunity to highlight your 
unique experiences, accomplishments and 
skills to achieve your goals. 

PHARMACY 
Wellcheck Pharmacy: Your friendly  

neighborhood Pharmacy and 
wellness center. Accept most major insurance. 
No Insurance, no problem, check out our $3.99 

Generics (www.wellcheckrx.com)!  
Free Delivery, Vaccinations. Fast, friendly and 

convenient services. 
***Located Inside J&J International Market*** 

571-931-6697 

All articles and submissions to the Southbridge Star are subject to the Southbridge Com-
munications Committee review and editing.  No articles or submissions are guaranteed 
to be printed. 
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Southbridge Community 
Association 

 

Follow us on Facebook: Southbridge Community Association 


